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Collingbourne CE Primary School 

Progression of Knowledge and Skills  

Religion and World Views Cycle A 

  



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 1  

Focus: What Makes Us Special? 
 
Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) 
Talk about members of their immediate family and community 
Name and describe people who are familiar to them 
Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways 

ELG: Understanding the World – Past and Present 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions 

1: Why are we Special? 
Discussing what makes people special and 
recognising that everyone is different 

Everyone is the same and everyone 
is different 

Same- has common characteristics 
Different – has contrasting characteristics 
 

2: Who is Special to You? 
Discussing who is special to the children 
and understanding that everyone has 
different beliefs and ideas 

God is special to some people believe- What you think to be true  
 

3: Who Helps us? 
Exploring who helps people in the 
community 

Adults help us in different ways care – to look after someone or something 
 

4. Why Should we Care for Others? 
Exploring why people should care for 
others through stories 

Jesus told stories called Parables parable – a teaching story Jesus told 

5: Why is Jesus Special to some People? 
Learning that some Christians believe that 
Jesus is special by reading and discussing a 
story 

Jesus is special to Christians Christians- People who believe in Christianity 
 

Assessment Tasks Assessing Sticky Knowledge 
Children able to say who is 
important to them 

Assessing Key Vocabulary and Definition 
Children to be observed using the key vocab whilst talking. 

 

• Asking questions about things they see and experience. 
  

• Listening to and discussing some religious or belief stories. 
  

• Talking about their beliefs and listening to others’ beliefs. 
  

• Meeting and talking to people with different beliefs. 
  

• Engaging in role play and drama based on simple stories. 
  

• Sequencing and retelling events in simple stories. 
  

• Noticing similarities and differences between their own and their peers’ beliefs. 
  

• Talking about things which are of value or importance to them and others. 
  

• Answering questions about their own beliefs and the people, places and objects 
they value. 
  

• Using full sentences to answer open questions about their own beliefs and the 
people, places and objects they value. 
  

• Talking about their ideas and beliefs. 
  

• Saying what is important to them and to others and why. 
  

• Sharing their thoughts about what they learn. 
 

 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 2 

Focus: What are Special Times? 
 
Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) 
Talk about members of their immediate family and community  
Name and describe people who are familiar to them 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways 
 
ELG: People, Cultures and Communities 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class. 
 
ELG: Understanding the World – Past and Present 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society 
 
Prior learning: 
What makes us special? 
 

• Asking questions about things they see and experience 
  

• Listening to and discussing some religious or belief 
stories. 
  

• Talking about their beliefs and listening to others’ beliefs. 
  

• Meeting and talking to people with different beliefs. 
  

• Engaging in role play and drama based on simple stories. 
  

• Sequencing and retelling events in simple stories. 
  

• Noticing similarities and differences between their own and their peers’ beliefs. 
  

• Talking about things which are of value or importance to them and others. 
  

• Answering questions about their own beliefs and the people, places and objects 
they value. 



Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions 

1: What are Special Times? 
Identifying that some times are special 
and discussing some of the times that are 
special to the children 

Celebrations are special Celebration- A special way of marking an event 
 

2: What is Diwali? 
Identifying that Diwali is a festival by 
learning about the story of Rama and Sita 

Diwali is the story of Rama and Sita Diwali- the Hindu Festival of Light  
 

3: How do some Hindu People Celebrate 
Diwali? 
Describing how some Hindu people 
celebrate Diwali 

Diwali is celebrated by some Hindus  Hindu- Someone who follows the Hindu religion  
 

4: Why do many Christians Celebrate 
Christmas? 
Investigating why many Christians 
celebrate Christmas by exploring the story 
of Jesus’ birth 

Jesus was born at Christmas Jesus- A special person to Christians, who believe he is the 
Son of God  

 

5: How do some Christian People 
Celebrate Christmas? 
Discussing how some Christian people 
celebrate Christmas by making links to the 
story 

Christmas is celebrated by some 
Christians 

Christmas- A midwinter festival to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus  

 

Assessment Tasks Assessing Sticky Knowledge 
Children to talk about celebrations 
 

Assessing Key Vocabulary and Definition 
Children to use Key Vocabulary in discussion 
 

 

  
• Using full sentences to answer open questions about their own beliefs and the 

people, places and objects they value 
  

• Talking about their ideas and beliefs. 
  

• Saying what is important to them and to others and why. 
  

• Sharing their thoughts about what they learn. 
 

 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 3 

Focus: Why are some Places Special? 
 
Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) 
Talk about members of their immediate family and community 
Name and describe people who are familiar to them 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways 
ELG: Past and Present 
Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society 
 
ELG: People, Cultures and Communities 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class. 
 
Prior learning 
What are Special Times? 

 
Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions 

1:  What Places Are Special To You? 
Discussing and identifying the variety 
places that are special to the children 

Many people have a place that is 
special for them 

Respect- Having due regard for 
Special- Something with meaning 

2:  Which Places Are Special To Our 
Community? 
Investigating what special places are in the 
community, identifying what makes places 
special 

Many places and buildings are 
special 

Community- The people and places around you 
 

3:  What Makes A Place Special? 
Investigating what makes places special in 

Our church is a special place in our 
community 

Visit - Going to see something or someone 
 

• Asking questions about things they see and experience. 
  

• Listening to and discussing some religious or belief stories. 
  

• Talking about their beliefs and listening to others’ beliefs. 
  

• Exploring special places in the community. 
 

• Meeting and talking to people with different beliefs. 
  

• Engaging in role play and drama based on simple stories. 
  

• Sequencing and retelling events in simple stories. 
  

• Noticing similarities and differences between their own and their peers’ beliefs. 
  

• Talking about things which are of value or importance to them and others. 
  

• Answering questions about their own beliefs and the people, places and objects 
they value. 
  

• Using full sentences to answer open questions about their own beliefs and the 
people, places and objects they value. 
  

• Talking about their ideas and beliefs. 
  

• Saying what is important to them and to others and why. 
  

• Sharing their thoughts about what they learn. 



the local community by going on a visit 
 

4:  Why Are Churches Special To Many 
Christian People? 
Exploring why churches are special to 
some Christian people by discussing some 
of the features 

A Church is a place of worship for 
Christians 

Christian- People who follow Christianity 
Church- A place of worship for people who follow 
Christianity 
Bible- A book which is holy for people who follow 
Christianity 
 

5:  Why Are Mosques Special To Many 
Muslim People? 
Exploring why Mosques are special to 
many Muslim people by discussing some 
of the features 

A Mosque is a place of worship for 
Muslims 

Muslim- People who follow Islam 
Mosque- A place of worship for people who follow Islam 
Qur’an- A book which is holy for people who follow Islam 

Assessment Tasks Assessing Sticky Knowledge 
Children to talk about special places 

Assessing Key Vocabulary 
Children to be observed using the key vocab while doing 
the tasks  

 

 

 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 4 

Focus: What makes the World Special? 
 
Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) 
Talk about members of their immediate family and community 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways 
Explore the natural world around them 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside 
 
ELG: Past and Present 
Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society 
 
ELG: People, Cultures and Communities 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class. 
 
ELG: The Natural World 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants 
 
Prior learning: 
Why are some places special? 

 
Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions 

1:  What Is Special About Our World? 
Exploring the world around the children; 
thinking about why it is special 

The natural world is special Respect- Having due regard for 
 

2:  Where Do Some People Believe The 
World Came From? 
Investigating where some people believe 
the world came from by listening to a 
creation story 

The Christian and Jewish faiths 
believe God created the world in 
seven days 

Creation- The act of making 
Belief- What you believe in, often linked to faith 
 

3:  Why Should We Look After Our World? 
Recognising the importance of looking 
after the world by listening to a religious 
story and building a habitat hotel or bird 
box 

Muhammed believed it is important 
to look after our world 

Muslim – A follower of Islam 
 

• Asking questions about things they see and experience. 
  

• Listening to and discussing some religious or belief stories. 
  

• Talking about their beliefs and listening to others’ beliefs. 
  

• Meeting and talking to people with different beliefs. 
  

• Engaging in role play and drama based on simple stories. 
  

• Sequencing and retelling events in simple stories. 
  

• Noticing similarities and differences between their own and their peers’ beliefs. 
  

• Talking about things which are of value or importance to them and others. 
  

• Answering questions about their own beliefs and the people, places and objects 
they value. 
  

• Using full sentences to answer open questions about their own beliefs and the 
people, places and objects they value. 
  

• Talking about their ideas and beliefs. 
  

• Saying what is important to them and to others and why. 
  

• Sharing their thoughts about what they learn. 
 



 

4:  How Can We Care For The World? 
Identifying ways the children and others 
can show they care for the world 

Everyone can help to take care of 
our world 

Environment- The world around us 
 

5:  What Is The Easter Story? 
Exploring the Easter story and making 
connections to new life 

Jesus died and rose again Easter- A time when Christians remember Jesus died and 
rose again 
 

Assessment Tasks Assessing Sticky Knowledge 
Children to talk about special places 

Assessing Key Vocabulary 
Children to be observed using the key vocab while doing 
the tasks  

 

 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 5 

Focus: Why are Some Things Special? 
 
Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) 
Talk about members of their immediate family and community 
Name and describe people who are familiar to them 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways 
Understand that some places are special to members of their community 
 
ELG: Past and Present 
Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society 
 
ELG: People, Cultures and Communities 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class. 
 
Prior learning: 
What makes the world special? 
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions 

1:  What Is Special To You? 
Discussing things that are special and 
exploring why they are meaningful 

Objects can be special and 
meaningful  

Respect- Having due regard for 
 

2:  What Makes Prayer Beads Special? 
Recognising that some people from 
different religions use beads to help them 
when they are thinking about God 

Prayer beads are used by Christians, 
Hindus and Muslims when praying 

Prayer beads- Beads on a string used in prayer 
Prayer- Talking to a deity you have faith in 
 

3:  What Are Special Symbols? 
Understand that symbols have special 
meanings for different people 
 

Many faiths have a symbol Symbol – A representative figure or sign 
 

4:  Why Are Some Books Special? 
Recognising that some books are special 
to people for different reasons 

Religious texts should be treated 
with respect 

Bible- Christian religious text 
Qur’an- Islamic religious text 
 

5:  Why Are Some Candles Special? 
Describing why candles are special to 
some people by identifying how they are 
used for different reasons 

Candles are significant in many 
different ways 

Candle- A wick dipped in wax which when lit, produces 
light and heat 
 

Assessment Tasks Assessing Sticky Knowledge 
Children to talk about special places 

Assessing Key Vocabulary 
Children to be observed using the key vocab while doing 
the tasks  

 

• Asking questions about things they see and experience. 
  

• Listening to and discussing some religious or belief stories. 
  

• Talking about their beliefs and listening to others’ beliefs. 
  

• Talking about objects that are special to them and listening to others talk about 
their special objects. 
  

• Meeting and talking to people with different beliefs. 
  

• Engaging in role play and drama based on simple stories. 
  

• Sequencing and retelling events in simple stories. 
  

• Noticing similarities and differences between their own and their peers’ beliefs. 
  

• Talking about things which are of value or importance to them and others. 
  

• Answering questions about their own beliefs and the people, places and objects 
they value. 
  

• Using full sentences to answer open questions about their own beliefs and the 
people, places and objects they value. 
  

• Talking about their ideas and beliefs. 
  

• Saying what is important to them and to others and why. 
  

• Sharing their thoughts about what they learn. 
 

 



 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 6 

Focus: Why are Some Stories Special? 
 
Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) 
Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding 
Engage in storytimes 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways 
 
ELG: Comprehension 
Anticipate-where appropriate-key events in stories 
Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play 
 
ELG: People, Cultures and Communities 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class. 
 
Prior learning: 
Why are some things special? 
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions 

1:  How Do Some People Treat Special 
Books? 
Recognising that some people treat 
special books with care by finding out how 
different people look after them 

Some people treat books about God in a 
special way  

Respect- Having due regard for 
Bible- Christian religious text 
Qur’an- Islamic religious text 
 

2:  What Is Your Favourite Story? 
Exploring how stories can be special to 
people for different reasons by discussing 
their favourite story 

Stories can be special to different people Favourite- The one you like the most 
 

3:  What Makes a Story Special? 
Investigating why some stories are special 
by listening to a Christian story 
 

The Sower and the Seeds is a Christian story Choice – What we choose to do 
Jesus– Christians believe he is God’s son 
 
 

4:  What Can We Learn From a Christian 
Story? 
Recognising that stories can teach people 
how to make good choices through 
discussion 

Stories can help us to think about choices Foolish- Not making good choices 
Wise- Having knowledge  
 

5:  Why Can We Learn From a Hindu 
Story? 
Investigating why some stories are special 
by listening to and responding to a Hindu 
story 

Ganesha’s Race Around the World is a Hindu 
story 

Hindu- A religion mostly practised in India 
Mango- A delicious fruit with a large stone and thick skin 
 

Assessment Tasks Assessing Sticky Knowledge 
Children to talk about special places 

Assessing Key Vocabulary 
Children to be observed using the key vocab while doing 
the tasks  

 

• Asking questions about things they see and experience. 
  

• Listening to and discussing some religious or belief stories. 
  

• Talking about their beliefs and listening to others’ beliefs. 
  

• Meeting and talking to people with different beliefs. 
  

• Engaging in role play and drama based on simple stories. 
  

• Sequencing and retelling events in simple stories. 
  

• Noticing similarities and differences between their own and their peers’ beliefs. 
  

• Talking about things which are of value or importance to them and others. 
  

• Answering questions about their own beliefs and the people, places and objects 
they value. 
  

• Using full sentences to answer open questions about their own beliefs and the 
people, places and objects they value. 
  

• Talking about their ideas and beliefs. 
  

• Saying what is important to them and to others and why. 
  

• Sharing their thoughts about what they learn. 
 

 

 

 

 



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
1/2 

Autumn 
1   

Cycle A 

Focus: What do some people believe God looks like?  
 

National Curriculum Knowledge 
 A1. Recall and name different beliefs and practices, including festivals, worship, rituals and ways of life, in order to find out about the meanings behind them. 

A3. Recognise some different symbols and actions which express a community’s way of life, appreciating some similarities between communities. 

B3. Notice and respond sensitively to some similarities between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Explore questions about belonging, meaning and truth so that they can express their own ideas and opinions in response using words, music, art or poetry. 

 
Prior Learning:  
This is the first unit. 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1: How might ideas about God be 
represented? 
To express ideas about God 

Symbols can be used to represent God creator – Someone who makes things 
belief - Things people think are true. 
respect – Admiration and having due regard for. 

Lesson 2: What do some Muslim people  
elieve about God? 
To explain how some Muslim people express 
their ideas about God 

Muslim people have 99 names for Allah Allah – The muslim word for God in Arabic 
Qur’an – Muslim scripture believed by many to the the word 
of Allah and revealed to Muhammed 

Lesson 3: What do some Hindu people 
believe God looks like? 
To recognise some of the different forms of 
God in the Hindu worldview 

The 3 names of God in the creation story 
Brahma, Shiva and Vishnu 

Brahma – God as the creator  
Shiva- God as the destroyer 
Vishnu- God as the protector 

Lesson 4: What do some Christian people 
believe God looks like? 
To recognise that many Christian people 
believe Jesus is the son of God and God on 
Earth 

Jesus is the son of God Nativity – The Christmas story 
Bible – Christian scripture 
 

 

Lesson 5: Do all people share the same 
beliefs about what God looks like? 
To identify how some religious worldviews 
refer to and represent God 

No one can know what God looks like Church -A special place for Christian worship 
Mosque – A special place for Muslim worship 
Mandir – A special place for Hindu worship 
 

Lesson 6: Why do people have different 
names for God? 
To identify and explain some of the different 
names people use for God 

“God” is an English word.  Many beliefs are not 
English, so do not use English words for God. 

God – A supreme being 
 

 
 

Disciplinary  
Asking questions about things that interest them. 
Beginning to ask ‘big’ questions (e.g. Why are we here? 
What is real?). 
Retelling stories in their own words. 
Recognising lessons or teachings within stories and 
relating to their own experiences. 
Finding religious symbols in stories and other sources. 
Recognising some religious terminology in sources. 
Listening to others’ ideas and comparing them to their 
own. 
Talking about what their answer to a question is based 
on. 
Identifying things that are important to people. 
Noticing differences and using respectful language to 
discuss them. 
Talking about their own experiences in relation to their 
learning. 
Sharing things that make them wonder and what they 
think about these things. 
Talking about what they believe. 
Respectfully sharing opinions about what is important to 
them and what is important to others. 
 
Personal 
Talking about simple ideas and things that puzzle them 
about belief in God. 
Sharing opinions respectfully about what is important to 
them and what is important to others. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions based on 
personal experience and the beliefs of family members. 
Asking their own questions about the world around 
them. 
Talking about simple ideas and things that puzzle them 
about belief in God. 
Sharing opinions respectfully about what is important to 
them and what is important to others. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions based on 
personal experience and the beliefs of family members. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
1/2 

Autumn 
2   

Cycle A 

Focus: How did the World Begin?  
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Recall and name different beliefs and practices, including festivals, worship, rituals and ways of life, in order to find out about the meanings behind them. 

A2. Retell and suggest meanings to some religious and moral stories, exploring and discussing sacred writings and sources of wisdom and recognising the traditions from which they come. 

B3. Notice and respond sensitively to some similarities between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Explore questions about belonging, meaning and truth so that they can express their own ideas and opinions in response using words, music, art or poetry. 

 

Prior Learning:  
What do some people believe God looks like 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1: What is Creation? 
To identify what creation means in relation to 
the natural world 

We cannot create resources in our natural 
world 

Creator – Someone who creates something new 
Natural – Not made or created by humans 
 

Lesson 2: What might some Jewish and 
Christian people think about creation? 
To recognise that some people believe God 
created the world by listening to the Jewish 
and Christian creation stories . 

Jewish and Christians believe the world was 
made by God in 6 days and on the seventh 
they rested. 

Genesis – The first book of the Bible and the Torah 
Scripture – Writings considered to be holy or special 
 

Lesson 3: What do some Hindu people 
believe about creation? 
To recognise that there are different creation 
stories to explain how the world began 

Hindus believe Brahma created the world Hindu – A person who believes in one God (Braman) who 
takes many forms including Vishnu, Shiva and Brahma 
 

Lesson 4: What do creation stories suggest to 
some people about God? 
To express ideas about what a creator might 
be like based on creation stories 

No one knows exactly how the world began Personality – What someone is like as a person 
Talent – Something that a person is good at 

Lesson 5: How do some Humanists believe 
the world began? 
To know that many Humanists use science to 
understand how the world began 

The Big Bang theory is a scientific way to 
explain how the world was created. 

Humanist - A person who believes there is no god and that 
people should focus on living for the good of all humans. 

Lesson 6: Where did the world come from? 
To explore and express ideas about how the 
world began 

Everyone’s beliefs are valid. Express – To share thoughts and ideas 

 
 

Disciplinary 

• Asking questions about things that interest them. 
• Beginning to ask ‘big’ questions (e.g. Why are we here? 

What is real?). 
• Listening to stories and discussing what happens in 

them. 
• Beginning to notice important information (e.g. first-

hand accounts and photos). 
• Retelling stories in their own words. 
• Recognising lessons or teachings within stories and 

relating to their own experiences. 
• Finding religious symbols in stories and other sources 
• Recognising some religious terminology in sources. 
• Beginning to notice similarities and differences within 

and between religions and worldviews. 
• Listening to others’ ideas and comparing them 
• Talking about what their answer to a question. 
• Identifying things that are important to people. 
• Noticing differences and using respectful language to 

discuss them. 
• Talking about their own experiences in relation to their 

learning. 
• Sharing things that make them wonder and what they 

think about these things. 
• Talking about what they believe. 
• Respectfully sharing opinions about what is important to 

them and what is important to others. 
• Sharing what they have learnt. 
• Expressing their ideas using symbols, drawings and 

choosing appropriate words. 

Personal 
Talking about simple ideas and things that puzzle them 
about belief in God. 
Sharing opinions respectfully about what is important to 
them and what is important to others. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions based on 
personal experience and the beliefs of family members. 
Using various art forms to express their ideas. 
Asking their own questions about the world around 
them. 
Talking about simple ideas and things that puzzle them 
about belief in God. 
Sharing opinions respectfully about what is important to 
them and what is important to others. 
 Expressing their own ideas and opinions based on 
personal experience and the beliefs of family members. 
Using various art forms to express their ideas. 
Asking their own questions about the world around 
them. 
  

 

 



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
1/2 

Spring 1 
1   

Cycle A 

Focus: Why should we care for the World? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Recall and name different beliefs and practices, including festivals, worship, rituals and ways of life, in order to find out about the meanings behind them 

A2. Retell and suggest meanings to some religious and moral stories, exploring and discussing sacred writings and sources of wisdom and recognising the traditions from which they come. 

A3. Recognise some different symbols and actions which express a community’s way of life, appreciating some similarities between communities.  

B1. Ask and respond to questions about what individuals and communities do, and why, so that pupils can identify what difference belonging to a community might make. 

B3. Notice and respond sensitively to some similarities between different religions and worldviews. 

C2. Find out about and respond with ideas to examples of co-operation between people who are different. 

C3. Find out about questions of right and wrong and begin to express their ideas and opinions in response. 

 

Prior Learning:  
How did the world begin? 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1: Who owns the world? 
To explore who might own the world by 
examining a creation story 

Some people believe God created the world 
and everything in it and gave it to people as a 
gift. 

creation - A thing being made. 
blessing - Good things sometimes believed to be from God. 
 

Lesson 2: Who can care for our world? 
To investigate why some people believe God 
created people last in the Jewish and Christian 
creation story 

Some people believe God created humans last 
so they could care for the world 

care – To look after someone or something. 
creature – Living things like birds or animals 

Lesson 3: Why do some people believe we 
should care for the world? 
To explore the meaning of stewardship by 
analysing quotes 

There are rules in the Bible and Torah about 
how to care for animals and the environment 

Stewardship – Taking care of something thoughtfully and 
carefully 
respect – valuing someone or something through polite 
behaviour 

Lesson 4:What do some Muslim people 
believe about caring for the world? 
To investigate what some Muslim people 
believe about caring for the world by 
exploring stories from Muhammad 

Muhammad told his followers they should care 
for animals and plants 

environment – The area or world around us 
 
Muhammad – The man Muslims believe to the final 

messenger of God. 

Lesson 5: What other reasons are there for 
caring for the world? 
To recognise why some people think it is 
important to care for the world by exploring 
Ahimsa 

Ahimsa is a Hindu concept which includes not 
hurting any living creature 

Brahman – The Hindu name for God 
 

Lesson 6: Why should we care for the world? 
To understand the importance of taking care 
of the world from different worldviews. 

Humanists don’t believe in God Humanist – A person who believes there is no God  and that 
people should focus on living for the good of all humans 

 
 

Disciplinary 

• Asking questions about things that interest them. 
• Beginning to ask ‘big’ questions (e.g. Why are we here? 

What is real?). 
• Listening to stories and discussing what happens in 

them. 
• Beginning to notice important information (e.g. first-

hand accounts and photos). 
• Retelling stories in their own words. 
• Recognising lessons or teachings within stories and 

relating to their own experiences. 
• Finding religious symbols in stories and other sources. 
• Recognising some religious terminology in sources. 
• Thinking about the meaning of what people do. 
• Beginning to notice similarities and differences within 

and between religions and worldviews. 
• Making links between religious and non-religious beliefs 

and practices. 
• Listening to others’ ideas and comparing them to their 

own. 
• Talking about what their answer to a question is based 

on. 
• Identifying things that are important to people. 
• Noticing differences and using respectful language to 

discuss them. 
• Talking about how beliefs can inspire people to do 

things. 
• Talking about their own experiences in relation to their 

learning. 
• Sharing things that make them wonder and what they 

think about these things 
• Talking about what they believe. 
• Respectfully sharing opinions about what is important to 

them and what is important to others. 
• Sharing what they have learnt. 
• Expressing their ideas using symbols, drawings and 

choosing appropriate words. 

Personal 
Sharing opinions respectfully about what is important to 
them and what is important to others. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions based on 
personal experience and the beliefs of family members. 
Using various art forms to express their ideas. 
Asking their own questions about the world around 
them. 
Sharing opinions respectfully about what is important to 
them and what is important to others. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions based on 
personal experience and the beliefs of family members. 
Using various art forms to express their ideas. 
Asking their own questions about the world around 
them. 
 



 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
1/2 

Spring 2 
Cycle A 

Focus: Why do we need to give thanks? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Recall and name different beliefs and practices, including festivals, worship, rituals and ways of life, in order to find out about the meanings behind them. 

A2. Retell and suggest meanings to some religious and moral stories, exploring and discussing sacred writings and sources of wisdom and recognising the traditions from which they come.  

A3. Recognise some different symbols and actions which express a community’s way of life, appreciating some similarities between communities.  

B1. Ask and respond to questions about what individuals and communities do, and why, so that pupils can identify what difference belonging to a community might make.  

B2. Observe and recount different ways of expressing identity and belonging, responding sensitively for themselves. 

B3. Notice and respond sensitively to some similarities between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Explore questions about belonging, meaning and truth so that they can express their own ideas and opinions in response using words, music, art or poetry.  

C2. Find out about and respond with ideas to examples of co-operation between people who are different. 

 
Prior Learning:  
Why should we care for others?   

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1: How and why do some people 
show thanks? 
To identify how and why some people say 
thank you by reflecting on personal 
experience. 
 

We often want to thank others thankful – Wanting to thank someone or something. 
grateful – feeling glad that something has happened 
 

Lesson 2: Why is harvest an important time 
for giving thanks? 
To recognise how and why some people 
celebrate harvest by examining what they say 
and do 

Harvest happens at different times around the 
world depending on climate and seasons 

autumn – the time of year in the UK when crops are harvested 
festival – a celebration, often for religious  

Lesson 3: Why do some people thank God? 
To identify why some Hindus and Christians 
feel thankful to God by exploring stories 
 

Gratitude is shown by Hindus and Christians  adore – to really love someone or something 
disciples – followers of Jesus who spread his teachings 

Lesson 4: How can puja express thanks? 
To describe how and why some Hindus 
express gratitude to God by exploring Puja 
 

Puja is a form of praise or worship incense – a stick or cone which makes a pleasant smell when 
burnt 
prashad – food offered during puja which is seen as blessed 

Lesson 5: How do some people thank God? 
To identify how some Hindus and Christians 
thank God by examining what they do 
 

Hindus and Christians believe it is important to 
thank God 

prayer – The act of talking to a God, deity or higher power 
 
 

Lesson 6: How do some Christians use music 
to express gratitude? 
To explore music to understand how some 
Christians thank God 
 

Christians sing in church as part of their 
worship 

hymn– a religious song in praise of God or gods 
 
 

 
 

Disciplinary 
Asking questions about what other people think and do. 
Listening to stories and discussing what they mean. 
Identifying important information from different 
sources (e.g. first-hand accounts, photos, survey data, 
video and audio footage). 
Identifying main characters and events in a story. 
Suggesting what lessons or teachings they understand 
from stories. 
Understanding that some symbols (for example, light) 
have meaning beyond the literal. 
Thinking about what people’s actions can represent. 
Identifying similarities and differences within and 
between religions and worldviews. 
Making links between religious and non-religious beliefs, 
practices and symbols. 
Commenting respectfully on things that they notice that 
may be surprising or different. 
Beginning to talk about why things are sometimes 
similar and sometimes different. 
Explaining why some objects, places, practices and 
stories are important to people. 
Explaining how beliefs may influence behaviour and 
decisions. 
Recognising links with prior learning when encountering 
new content. 
Responding sensitively to people whose experiences are 
different to theirs. 
Discussing what they have learnt, giving examples. 
Using spoken and written words, symbols and drawings 
to express their ideas. 
 
Personal 
Asking questions about what puzzles them about 
religious and non religious stories and texts they have 
read. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions, including 
considering worldviews studied. 
Explaining how they have expressed their ideas through 
art. 
Asking thoughtful questions relating to their learning. 
Asking questions about what puzzles them about 
religious and non religious stories and texts they have 
read. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions, including 
considering worldviews studied. 
Explaining how they have expressed their ideas through 
art. 
Asking thoughtful questions relating to their learning. 
Explaining why they feel something is right or wrong and 
comparing their ideas to others. 
 
 

 



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
1/2 

Summer 
1   

Cycle A 

Focus: How do we know some people feel a special connection to a God? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Recall and name different beliefs and practices, including festivals, worship, rituals and ways of life, in order to find out about the meanings behind them. 

A2. Retell and suggest meanings to some religious and moral stories, exploring and discussing sacred writings and sources of wisdom and recognising the traditions from which they come. 

B3. Notice and respond sensitively to some similarities between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Explore questions about belonging, meaning and truth so that they can express their own ideas and opinions in response using words, music, art or poetry. 

 
Prior Learning:  
What do candles mean to people? 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1: How can we tell Jesus is special to 
some people? 
To identify how the Christmas story shows 
that Jesus is special to some people 
 

Jesus is believed by Christians to be the son of 
God 

Christians – A person who believes the bible is God’s word. 
messenger – a person or being that brings special messages 
 

Lesson 2: Why might some people believe 
Guru Nakak was special? 
To investigate why some people believe Guru 
Nakak was special by exploring a story 
 

Guru Nanak was one of the 10 Gurus from the 
Sikh religion 

miracle – an amazing event, sometimes believed to have been 
caused by a higher power 
 

Lesson 3: How do some religious stories show 
some people are special? 
To explore how some stories show beliefs 
about special people 
 

Daniel is special to both Christians and Jewish 
people  

Old Testament – Part of the Christian bible 
Tenak – Jewish scripture 

Lesson 4: How do we know Krishna is special 
to some people? 
To understand that some people believe 
Krishna is special by exploring a Hindu story 
 

Krishna is another form of Vishnu deity– a god or goddess 
Hindu – someone who believes in one god with many forms 

Lesson 5: What can a story tell us about shy 
Muhammad is special to some people? 
To recognise why Muhammad is special to 
many people by exploring a story 
 

Angels appear in the Islamic faith peace be upon him – An expression used by many Muslims 
after saying the name of Muhammad or other prophets, so 
show respect 
 
 

Lesson 6: Why might some people believe 
Jesus was special when he grew up? 
To recognise why many people believe Jesus 
was a special adult by investigating a story 
 

Jesus performed miracles heal– to make someone feel better when they are sick or hurt 
 
 

 

Disciplinary 

• Asking questions about what other people think and do. 
• Asking questions in response to a question. 
• Listening to stories and discussing what they mean 
• Identifying important information from different 

sources (e.g. first-hand accounts, photos, survey data, 
video and audio footage) 

• Identifying main characters and events in a story. 
• Suggesting what lessons or teachings they understand 

from stories. 
• Understanding that some symbols (for example, light) 

have meaning beyond the literal 
• Thinking about what people’s actions can represent. 
• Identifying similarities and differences within and 

between religions and worldviews. 
• Commenting respectfully on things that they notice that 

may be surprising or different. 
• Beginning to talk about why things are sometimes 

similar and sometimes different. 
• Explaining why some objects, places, practices and 

stories are important to people. 
• Explaining how beliefs may influence behaviour and 

decisions. 
• Recognising links with prior learning when encountering 

new content. 
• Discussing how their learning can help them to answer 

some bigger questions. 
• Responding sensitively to people whose experiences are 

different to theirs 
• Discussing what they have learnt, giving examples. 
• Using spoken and written words, symbols and drawings 

to express their ideas. 

Personal 
Understanding that others may have different ideas 
from their own and responding respectfully. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions, including 
considering the worldviews studied. 
Explaining how they have expressed their ideas through 
art. 
Asking thoughtful questions relating to their learning. 
Asking questions about what puzzles them about 
religious and non-religious stories and texts they have 
read. 
Understanding that others may have different ideas 
from their own and responding respectfully. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions, including 
considering the worldviews studied. 
Asking thoughtful questions relating to their learning. 
 

 

 



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
1/2 

Summer 
2 

Cycle A 

Focus: What is a prophet? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Recall and name different beliefs and practices, including festivals, worship, rituals and ways of life, in order to find out about the meanings behind them. 

A2. Retell and suggest meanings to some religious and moral stories, exploring and discussing sacred writings and sources of wisdom and recognising the traditions from which they come. 

B3. Notice and respond sensitively to some similarities between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Explore questions about belonging, meaning and truth so that they can express their own ideas and opinions in response using words, music, art or poetry. 

 
Prior Learning:  
How do we know some people feel a special connection to God? 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1: What characteristic did some 
prophets have? 
To identify the characteristics of a prophet 
through a story 
 

A prophet is spoken to directly by God doubt – When you are not sure of something 
messenger – a person or being that brings special messages 
 

Lesson 2: How might it feel to be a prophet? 
To investigate stories about people’s 
responses to being a prophet 

Muhammad was the last prophet in the 
Muslim worldview 

hesitant – when you take a little pause or think carefully 
before doing something because you are not sure  
revalation – when an important message is given to people in 
a special way 

 

Lesson 3: What promises do some people 
believe God made to the prophets? 
To explore the promises made to some 
prophets in stories and scriptures 
 

God made Abraham a promise.  This is written 
in the scriptures for 3 different religions  

Abrahamic religions – religious groups, Christians, Jewish and 
Muslim, who believe God made the first covenant with 
Abraham 
 

Lesson 4: How do we know that Muhammad 
was the last prophet in the Muslim 
worldview? 
To investigate the role of Muhammad using 
stories and scripture 
 

Muhammad was the last prophet in the 
Muslim worldview 

shahadah– The Muslim declaration of faith, and one of the 5 
pillars of Islam 
Hadith – A collection of recorded practises, sayings and advice 
of the prophet Muhammad, providing guidance to Muslims 

Lesson 5: Why is Jesus important to some 
religious people? 
To explore the role of Jesus in different 
worldviews using stories and scripture 
 

Jesus is viewed as a prophet by Muslims Jesus – Christians believe him to be God’s son 
 
 

Lesson 6: Why might some Sikhs believe Guru 
Nanak is special? 
To explain the importance of Guru Nanak for 
many Sikhs by looking at events and teachings 
 

Guru Nanak was the first Sikh guru eternal– something or someone that exists forever 
meditate– to take quiet time to reflect deeply and calmly 
about something or connect with God 
 
 
 

 

Disciplinary 
• Asking questions about what other people think and do. 
• Asking questions in response to a question. 

 Listening to stories and discussing what they mean. 
 Examining simple scripture quotes and interpreting 
what they mean. 
 Identifying important information from different 
sources (e.g. first-hand accounts, photos, survey data, 
video and audio footage). 
 Identifying main characters and events in a story. 
Suggesting what lessons or teachings they understand 
from stories. 
Understanding that some symbols (for example, light) 
have meaning beyond the literal. 
Recognising and understanding some religious phrasing 
(e.g. ‘peace be upon him’ and  ‘Amen’). 
Thinking about what people’s actions can represent. 
Identifying similarities and differences within and 
between religions and worldviews. 
 
Personal 

• Asking questions about what puzzles them about 
religious and non-religious stories and texts they have 
read. 

• Understanding that others may have different ideas 
from their own and responding respectfully. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions, including 
considering worldviews studied. 
Asking thoughtful questions relating to their learning. 
Asking questions about what puzzles them about 
religious and non-religious stories and texts they have 
read. 
Understanding that others may have different ideas 
from their own and responding respectfully. 
Expressing their own ideas and opinions, including 
considering worldviews studied. 
Asking thoughtful questions relating to their learning. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
3/4 

Autumn 
1   

Cycle A 

Focus: What makes us human? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

C3. Discuss and apply their own and others’ ideas about ethical questions, including ideas about what is right and wrong and what is just and fair, and express their own ideas clearly in response. 

 

Prior Learning:  Where do some people talk to God? 
Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  What is special about being 
human? 
To understand what makes humans special by 
exploring humanist beliefs. 

Humanists do no believe in supernatural 
beings or an afterlife 

Humanist – A person who believes there is no God and that 
people should focus on living for the good of all humans 
 

Lesson 2: What is a soul and do we all have 
one? 
To consider what makes humans special by 
exploring beliefs about the soul. 

Some people think we have something special 
inside us called a soul or inner self. 

inner self -A person's mind, personality or nature. 
soul - What some people believe to be the emotional, non 
physical or spiritual part of a human. 

Lesson 3: What do some people think makes 
us human? 
To describe what some people believe about 
being human through exploring personal 
responses. 

There are similarities and differences between 
people’s beliefs, including mine. 

consciousness - The state of being aware. 
immaterial - Something not based on a physical thing. 
exist - To be real or living. 

Lesson 4: What is spirituality? 
To explore the meaning of spirituality to 
different people. 

One way to think about spirituality is taking 
time to stop, notice and connect. 

connection - A link between two or more things. 
mindfulness -Focusing the mind on the present. 
spirituality - Connection with inner self, immaterial or non 
physical things and belief of something beyond yourself. 
non-physical - Not having a physical form, often related to 
thoughts or feelings. 

Lesson 5: What do some Buddhists do to 
focus on their inner self? 
To explain how and why some Buddhists 
meditate. 

Some Buddhists use meditation as part of their 
spirituality. 

Buddhist - A person who follows the teachings of Buddha. 
meditation - Focusing the mind, often for religious or spiritual 
reasons. 
mindfulness - Focusing the mind on the present. 

Lesson 6: Does anyone know what makes us 
human? 
To present own and others’ views to answer 
the enquiry question, ‘What makes us 
human?’. 

Some people can think and express beliefs 
about the soul, inner self, being human, 
spirituality and how to live a fulfilled life. 

express - To show a thought, feeling or idea. 

 
 

Personal 
 
Discussing their own views about belonging, meaning, 
purpose and truth.  
Presenting different views thoughtfully and creatively, 
using evidence from learning.  
Asking open questions and suggesting responses. 
Thinking about their own ideas about God in light of 
their learning, experiences and discussions. 
 
Disciplinary 
 
Asking questions about what others think and do and 
how they show their beliefs.  
Discussing how various sources provide different pieces 
of information. Exploring similarities and differences 
within and between religions and worldviews.  
Reflecting on how others might see the world and how 
they can show respect for viewpoints different to their 
own. Justifying their ideas and opinions using evidence 
from current and prior learning.  
Explaining links between religious and non-religious 
practices and their significance. Recognise similarities in 
concepts and beliefs even when practices and 
expressions differ.  
Exploring how beliefs can impact people’s lives and 
actions, including personal and community practices. 
Commenting on links with prior learning when 
encountering new content.  
Drawing on knowledge to respond thoughtfully to big 
questions. Developing the ability to use empathy to 
identify and understand the feelings of others. 
Beginning to discuss their own and others’ spiritual 
experiences and beliefs.  
Showing respect when hearing about other people’s 
beliefs.  
Explaining their learning taking into account different 
perspectives and evidence. Expressing thoughts, ideas 
and opinions clearly in a variety of ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
3/4 

Autumn 
2   

Cycle A 

Focus: Why is water symbolic? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities.  

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews 

.C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

 

Prior Learning:  What happens if we do wrong? 
Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  Why is water important? 
To explore how water is important to life 
practically and symbolically 

Everyone has an individual perspective Perspective – Different ways of looking at or thinking about 
something 
Symbolise – To represent something like an idea, quality or 
belief 

Lesson 2: How is water used in some rituals? 
To explore the significance of water in rituals 

Many religions use water in rituals ritual; -a special set of actions sometimes for a religious 
ceremony 
cleanse – To make something clean or fresh, free from 
impurities dirt or guilt 

Lesson 3: What can some religious stories 
suggest about water? 
To analyse the importance of water in some 
Christian, Jewish and Muslim stories 

The Abrahamic religions are Christianity, 
Judaism and Islam 
 

holy – Connected to God or religion. Considered specialand to 
be respected by followers 

Lesson 4: What is baptism? 
To investigate water’s symbolism and role in 
Christian baptism 

Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist baptism - A ceremony where water is used to symbolise 
cleansing and commitment to the Christian community 
Commitment-A promise or firm decision to do something 
 

Lesson 5: How and why do some Hindus 
celebrate the River Ganges 
To explore the significance of water at the 
Hindu Kumbh Mela festival 

Kumbh Mela is a Hindu festival 
The River Ganges is considered sacred by 
Hindus 

Ganges- A river in India and Bangladesh which is considered 
sacred by many Hindus 
Kumbh Mela – A Hindu festival celebrated at sacred rivers by 

bathing 

Lesson 6: Why is water precious? 
To present own and others’ views to answer 
the enquiry question, ‘What makes us 
human?’. 

Water is essential to life, including our spiritual 
life  

value – How important or useful something is considered to 
be 
precious – Very valuable or important often because of it’s 
rarity 

 
 

Personal 
• Discussing their own views about belonging, 

meaning, purpose and truth 
• Presenting different views thoughtfully and 

creatively, using evidence from learning. 
• Asking open questions and suggesting responses. 
• Thinking about their own ideas in light of their 

learning, experiences and discussions. 

Disciplinary 
Asking questions about what others think and do 
and how they show their beliefs. 
Comparing and contrasting stories or teachings 
from different religions to identify themes. 
Recognising some common religious symbols, such 
as light, water and fire, and considering what they 
represent beyond the literal. 
Exploring similarities and differences within and 
between religions and worldviews. 
Using different sources of evidence to build ideas 
about a concept. 
Discussing the meaning of historical and modern 
events and practices. 
Reflecting on how others might see the world and 
how they can show respect for viewpoints different 
to their own. 
Justifying their ideas and opinions using evidence 
from current and prior learning. 
Explaining links between religious and non-religious 
practices and their significance. 
Recognise similarities in concepts and beliefs even 
when practices and expressions differ. 
Exploring how beliefs can impact people’s lives and 
actions, including personal and community 
practices. 
Commenting on links with prior learning when 
encountering new content. 
Drawing on knowledge to respond thoughtfully to 
big questions. 
Developing the ability to use empathy to identify 
and understand the feelings of others. 
Beginning to discuss their own and others’ spiritual 
experiences and beliefs. 
Showing respect when hearing about other 
people’s beliefs. 
Explaining their learning taking into account 
different perspectives and evidence. 
Expressing thoughts, ideas and opinions clearly in a 
variety of ways. 



 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
3/4 

Spring 1  
Cycle A 

Focus: What makes some texts sacred? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

 

Prior Learning:  Are all religions equal? 
Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  How do people communicate 
beliefs without words? 
To recognise how ideas and beliefs can be 
communicated by looking at different art 
forms 

Religious and spiritual beliefs have been 
around for tens of thousands of years 
 

ancient – something that is very old, often from long ago in 
history 
holy Related to god or religion, considered special and to be 
respected by followers 
 

Lesson 2: What can we find out about 
scripture? 
To evaluate information about Buddhist, 
Hindu and Sikh scriptures 

Many religious beliefs were written down as 
scripture, after being shared orally 

Baghavad Gita -A Hindu scripture 
Guru Granth Sahib – Sikh scripture thought of as the final and 
eternal living Guru 
Buddhist Canon – A collection of Buddhist scriptures, which 
include the philosophies and teachings of the Buddha 
Vedas -Hindu scriptures, filled with hymns, prayers and 
teachings 

Lesson 3: What does it mean if a scripture 
was revealed or remembered? 
To make connections with beliefs about the 
origin of scripture and how it is used 

Some scripture is considered to be a revelation 
from God 
 

Dharma – Rules or duties that help some people to live well 
guidance – Advice about how to do something or for when 
making a decision. 
 

Lesson 4: Why do some worldviews have 
more than one book of scripture? 
To explain why some religions have multiple 
scriptures by exploring the Buddhist Canon 

The Buddhist Canon was developed over 
hundreds of years. 

enlightenment – A very deep understanding, often spiritual 
Sanskrit -An ancient language from India that Buddhist texts 
were written in 
Pali - An ancient language from India that the earliest 
Buddhist texts were written in 

Lesson 5: How do some people demonstrate 
the value of scripture? 
To evaluate the significance of religious 
scripture to some people 

The Guru Granth Sahib, Sikh scripture, is 
treated as a living spiritual leader 

gudwara – A special place where Sikhs gather to receive 
blessings, pray, serve others, learn and hold events 
Waheguru – A name Sikh people use for God, who they 
believe is the creator of everything 
guru – a religious teacher from the Sikh or Hindu worldview 

Lesson 6: How do sacred texts play a part in 
some peoples lives> 
To describe the importance of scripture to 
some people 

Many people use sacred texts and scripture, 
from many different worldviews, as part of 
their daily routine and guidance. 

sermon – a speech given by a religious leader 

 
 

Disciplinary  

• Asking questions about what others think and do 
and how they show their beliefs. 

• Considering how different sources of information 
can help answer specific questions. 

• Exploring scripture and stories to understand how 
different people might interpret them 

• Discussing how various sources provide different 
pieces of information. 

• Exploring how language may have special religious 
meaning and convey beliefs and teachings. 

• Exploring similarities and differences within and 
between religions and worldviews. 

• Using different sources of evidence to build ideas 
about a concept 

• Discussing the meaning of historical and modern 
events and practices. 

• Reflecting on how others might see the world and 
how they can show respect for viewpoints different 
to their own. 

• Justifying their ideas and opinions using evidence 
from current and prior learning. 

• Explaining links between religious and non-religious 
practices and their significance. 

• Exploring how beliefs can impact people’s lives and 
actions, including personal and community 
practices. 

• Commenting on links with prior learning when 
encountering new content. 

• Drawing on knowledge to respond thoughtfully to 
big questions. 

• Developing the ability to use empathy to identify 
and understand the feelings of others. 

• Showing respect when hearing about other 
people’s beliefs. 

• Explaining their learning taking into account 
different perspectives and evidence. 

• Expressing thoughts, ideas and opinions clearly in a 
variety of ways. 

Personal 
Presenting different views thoughtfully and 
creatively, using evidence from learning. 
Asking open questions and suggesting responses. 
 

 

 



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
3/4 

Spring 2 
Cycle A 

Focus: Who was Jesus? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

 
Prior Learning:  Just how important are our beliefs? 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  Who was Jesus? 
To explore who Jesus was and how he has 
been represented in different ways. 

Jesus’ life was recorded in the Gospels, written 
by Matthew, Mark,, Luke an John 

Jesus – The man Christians believe to be God’s son 
evidence – Information selected to support a belief or 
argument 

Lesson 2: Why did some people believe Jesus 
was the Messiah? 
To explore Jesus’ significance to many of his 
followers using passages from the bible 

Prophets gave messages about the future, 
called prophecies.   
Prophecies said God would send someone to 
Earth.  

messiah -A leader or saviour promised bu God in Jewish and 
Christian beliefs, often linked to prophesies 
origin – the start of something  

Lesson 3: What did Jesus do? 
To consider how different people interpreted 
Jesus’ parables using Bible passages 

Jesus taught people through parables or 
stories 

ministry – Duties of teaching and guidance 
parable – story told to highlight a moral or spiritual lesson 
 

Lesson 4: Why does Jesus have so many 
names? 
To identify the different names some 
Christians use for Jesus using images and bible 
passages 

There are many names for Jesus psalms – Special songs and poems in the Christian and Jewish 
bibles that people sing to express their feelings for God. 
saviour- A person who saves or rescues others from harm 

Lesson 5: How did Jesus inspire people> 
To create deductions about Jesus by 
interpreting bible stories 

Some Christians believe bible stories are 
literally true 
Some Christians believe bible stories have a 
spiritual or moral lesson, but are not literally 
true 

literal – understanding words exactly as they are, without 
adding any extra meaning or imagination 
spiritual – connecting to non-physical aspects of being human, 
sometimes linked to God 
 

Lesson 6: What happened when Jesus died? 
To explore what the Easter story might 
suggest about Jesus to many Christians 

Christians believe that Jesus was sent to Earth 
to restore the relationship between humans 
and God. 
Christians believe that Jesus sacrificed his like 
to save the people of Earth 

sacrifice – giving up something valued for the sake of 
something else 
crucify – to kill someone on a cross 
resurrection – the act of coming back to life 

 
 

Disciplinary 
• Asking questions about what others think and do 

and how they show their beliefs. 
• Considering how different sources of information 

can help answer specific questions. 
• Exploring scripture and stories to understand how 

different people might interpret them. 
• Considering how the same story may be told in 

different cultures or times. 
• Comparing and contrasting stories or teachings 

from different religions to identify common 
themes. 

• Recognising underlying themes in stories, such as 
kindness or forgiveness. 

• Exploring similarities and differences within and 
between religions and worldviews. 

• Using different sources of evidence to build ideas 
about a concept. 

• Reflecting on how others might see the world and 
how they can show respect for viewpoints different 
to their own. 

• Justifying their ideas and opinions using evidence 
from current and prior learning 

• Exploring how beliefs can impact people’s lives and 
actions, including personal and community 
practices. 

• Commenting on links with prior learning when 
encountering new content. 

• Drawing on knowledge to respond thoughtfully to 
big questions. 

• Beginning to discuss their own and others’ spiritual 
experiences and beliefs. 

• Showing respect when hearing about other 
people’s beliefs. 

• Explaining their learning taking into account 
different perspectives and evidence 

• Expressing thoughts, ideas and opinions clearly in a 
variety of ways. 

Personal 
Presenting different views thoughtfully and 
creatively, using evidence from learning. 
Asking open questions and suggesting responses. 
Discussing their own and others’ ideas about 
deciding what is right and wrong. 
Suggesting ideas about the right ways to treat 
others, including own opinions and ideas from 
learning. 
Thinking about their own ideas about God in light 
of their learning, experiences and discussions. 
 



 

 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
3/4 

Summer 
1 

Cycle A 

Focus: Why is fire used ceremonially? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities.  

B2. Understand the challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief, suggesting why belonging to a community may be valuable, both in the diverse communities being studied and in their 

own lives.  

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

C2. Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the well-being of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect. 

 

Prior Learning:  Why is water symbolic? 
Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  What can fire symbolise? 
To suggest some symbolic meanings of fire by 
exploring the Olympic flame ceremony 

Fire can symbolise many things, both religious 
and non religious 

symbolise – to represent something like an idea, quality or 
belief 
 

Lesson 2: How is fire used in some Hindu 
ceremonies? 
To explore the symbolism of fire in different 
Hindu ceremonies 

Fire is used symbolically by some Hindus purity -A state of being clean and free from sin 
 

Lesson 3: Can fire be divine? 
To explore how fire can represent both 
destruction and renewal in some Hindu 
ceremonies 

Hindus believe fire is divine and can be used 
for positive reasons 

cosmic – Related to the universe or space 
divine – connected to God or gods, often seen as special or 
powerful 
 

Lesson 4: What is an eternal flame> 
To explore the significance of fire in the 
Zoroastrian worldview 

Zoroastrians have ceremonies involving the 
Atash Bahram, or eternal flame 
 
The Atash Bahram is in Iran 
 
It is housed in the Atash Kadeh 

eternal- lasting for ever 
Zoroastrian -a person who believes in one god, (Ahura Mazda) 
who fights against bad things to keep the world good. 
initiation – a process where someone is formally introduced ot 
welcomed into a new role or group. 
 

Lesson 5: How is fire used to remember? 
To consider how some candles are used to 
remember in the Jewish worldview 

The Yahrzeit Candle is lit by Jewish people to 
remember loved ones on the anniversary of 
their death. 
 

covenant – a promise or agreeement 
memoriam – In memory of 
 

Lesson 6: What happens in the Easter vigil? 
To explore the significance of fire in the Easter 
vigil. 

Jesus is described as the Light of the world 
People come together to pray, especially at 
night, during Easter 

Paschal Candle – A special Christian candle lit at Easter and for 
baptisms. 

vigil  – A Latin word meaning awake. 

 
 

Disciplinary 
• Asking questions about what others think and do 

and how they show their beliefs. 
• Comparing and contrasting stories or teachings 

from different religions to identify themes. 
• Recognising some common religious symbols, such 

as light, water and fire, and considering what they 
represent beyond the literal. 

• Exploring similarities and differences within and 
between religions and worldviews. 

• Using different sources of evidence to build ideas 
about a concept. 

• Discussing the meaning of historical and modern 
events and practices. 

• Reflecting on how others might see the world and 
how they can show respect for viewpoints different 
to their own. 

• Justifying their ideas and opinions using evidence 
from current and prior learning. 

• Explaining links between religious and non-religious 
practices and their significance. 

• Recognise similarities in concepts and beliefs even 
when practices and expressions differ. 

• Exploring how beliefs can impact people’s lives and 
actions, inc. personal and community practices. 

• Commenting on links with prior learning when 
encountering new content. 

• Drawing on knowledge  respond  to big questions. 
• Developing the ability to use empathy to identify 

and understand the feelings of others 
• Beginning to discuss their own and others’ spiritual 

experiences and beliefs. 
• Showing respect about other people’s beliefs. 
• Explaining their learning taking into account 

different perspectives and evidence. 
• Expressing thoughts, ideas and opinions clearly in a 

variety of ways. 

Personal 
Discussing their own views about belonging, 
meaning, purpose and truth. 
Presenting different views thoughtfully and 
creatively, using evidence from learning. 
Asking open questions and suggesting responses. 
Thinking about their own ideas about God in light 
of their learning, experiences and discussions. 
 

 



 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
3/4 

Summer 
2 

Cycle A 

Focus: Why is the Bible the best selling book of all time? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities. 

B2. Understand the challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief, suggesting why belonging to a community may be valuable, both in the diverse communities being studied and in their 

own lives. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry.  

C2. Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the well-being of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect.  

C3. Discuss and apply their own and others’ ideas about ethical questions, including ideas about what is right and wrong and what is just and fair, and express their own ideas clearly in response 

 

Prior Learning:  What makes some texts sacred? 
Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  How did the Christian Bible come 
to be? 
To know how the Christian Bible came to exist 
using historical enquiry 

The early history of the Bible has been written 
using artefacts 

artefact – An object made by a person that we can learn from 
oral tradition – Cultural and historical traditions passed down 
through words of mouth 
 

Lesson 2: What is in the Bible? 
To explore beliefs about the Bible by 
investigating it’s contents 

A Canon is a collection of texts, considered to 
be the key scriptures of a religion. 
 
The Christian Bible is a Canon 

authority -Having the power to make decisions, orders or rules 
prophecy- a prediction about the future, often found in 
religious texts 

Lesson 3: How did the Bible become a best 
seller? 
To evaluate the impact of people and events 
on the modern-day Bible 

Martin Luther (1453-1546) believed everyone 
should be able to read the bible for themselves 
 
William Tyndale translated the Bible into 
English in the 1500’s 

impact - The effect that a person, event or situation has on 
someone or something  
translation – Changing words from one language to another. 

Lesson 4: How can the Bible mean different 
things to different people? 
To explain the importance of Bible 
interpretation to may Christians 

The Bible can be interpreted in different ways moral – Something that is good, right, fair and honest 
message -A piece of information, advise or learning 
 

Lesson 5: Where might we find the Bible? 
To compare the use of the Christian Bible in 
different churches 

Churches have Bibles 
Churches have artworks depicting Bible stories 
 

altar – a sacred raised area at the front of the church 
pulpit – a raised area where Bible readings and sermons are 
delivered from  

Lesson 6: How is the Bible for some people 
today? 
To identify ways in which the Christian Bible is 
relevant to some people today 

People today have their own perspectives on 
the Bible 

relevant – Closely connected or appropriate to something 
culture – A group of people’s way of life, such as their 
traditions, languages, food and arts 

 
 

Disciplinary 

• Asking questions about what others think and do 
and how they show their beliefs. 

• Considering how different sources of information 
can help answer specific questions 

• Discussing how various sources provide different 
pieces of information. 

• Exploring similarities and differences within and 
between religions and worldviews. 

• Using different sources of evidence to build ideas 
about a concept. 

• Reflecting on how others might see the world and 
how they can show respect for viewpoints different 
to their own. 

• Justifying their ideas and opinions using evidence 
from current and prior learning. 

• Commenting on links with prior learning when 
encountering new content. 

• Drawing on knowledge to respond thoughtfully to 
big questions. 

• Showing respect when hearing about other 
people’s beliefs. 

• Explaining their learning taking into account 
different perspectives and evidence. 

• Expressing thoughts, ideas and opinions clearly in a 
variety of ways. 

Personal 

• Presenting different views thoughtfully and 
creatively, using evidence from learning. 

• Asking open questions and suggesting responses 
• Thinking about their own ideas about God in light 

of their learning, experiences and discussions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
5/6 

Autumn 
1   

Cycle A 

Focus: Why do people have to stand up for what they believe in? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning. 

B2. Understand the challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief, suggesting why belonging to a community may be valuable, both in the diverse communities being studied and in their 

own lives. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

C2. Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the well-being of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect.  

C3. Discuss and apply their own and others’ ideas about ethical questions, including ideas about what is right and wrong and what is just and fair, and express their own ideas clearly in response. 

 

Prior Learning:  Does the language of scripture matter? 
Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  What does freedom look like? 
To recognise the importance of religious 
freedom by interpreting news reports 

The right to personal freedom of religion and 
beliefs is enshrined in the UN Declaration of 
Human Rights 
 
In the UK, religion is a protected characteristic 

discrimination – the unfair treatment of someone because of 
their personal characteristics 
tolerance – Willingness to accept or respect different practices 
or beliefs, even if you disagree with them. 
 

Lesson 2: How have beliefs been challenged 
in the past? 
To consider the challenges some religious 
figures faced by looking at Jewish, Christian 
and Sikh stories 

Throughout history, people have faced 
discrimination and prejudice based on their 
religious beliefs 

martyr -someone who accepts suffering and death for their 
religious beliefs 
prejudice – judging someone or something before knowing 
them well, often leading to unfair treatment 

Lesson 3: How can light represent standing 
up for what you believe in? 
To explain why Bandi Chhor Divas is 
celebrated my many Sikhs 

Bandi Chhor Divas is a Sikh festival which 
remembers the sacrifice and devotion of Guru 
Hargobind 

liberation – becoming free 
Mughal empire – A ruling power that controlled much of India 
for two centuries. 
 

Lesson 4: Should we celebrate Bonfire Night? 
To consider how the meanings of festivals can 
differ by exploring Bonfire night. 

In 1605, in England, the monarch had absolute 
authority to decree how people worshiped.   
 
Guy Fawkes did not worship in the same way 
as King James 1. 

persecution – treating someone unfairly or cruelly because of 
their beliefs 
Catholic-A Christian denomination with the Pope as it’s leader 
Protestant – A Christian denomination which separated from 
the Catholic church. 
 

Lesson 5: What can inspire people to stand 
up for their beliefs? 
To explore why people stand up for their 
beliefs using a variety of modern day 
scenarios 

An advocate is someone who supports and 
speaks up for someone else.  
 
Malala Yousafzai was shot by the Taliban 
because she believed in educating girls 

inclusion – Making sure everyone feels welcome 
bias -having an unfair view of an idea, object, group or person 
interpretation – an explanation of what something means 
 

Lesson 6: How can we stand up for what we 
believe in? 
To explain how and why people stand up for 
what they believe in. 

Everyone can stand up for what they believe 
in.  This can cross religious beliefs. 

hardship – A situation in which somebody suffers or struggles 

 
 

Disciplinary  

• Asking challenging questions and reflecting on the 
origins of their questions. 

• Identifying key information from a broad range of 
sources. 

• Recognising how the historical and cultural context 
of stories can influence their meaning. 

• Analysing events and issues and how these might 
impact people’s lives. 

• Responding thoughtfully to and reflecting on 
beliefs, experiences, values and practices. 

• Forming conclusions based on a range of sources. 
• Appreciating the value of diversity within religions 

and worldviews. 
• Analysing how beliefs and values shape behaviours 

and relationships in different contexts. 
• Identifying increasingly subtle links with prior 

learning when encountering new content. 
• Debating challenging issues with reference to 

learning and respect for content being debated. 
• Using examples from their learning alongside their 

personal worldview to answer big questions. 
• Considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, 

beliefs and values of others 
• Presenting arguments, conclusions and 

perspectives with supporting evidence. 
• Presenting their own ideas and opinions creatively, 

considering the benefits of different forms of 
communication. 

Personal 
• Making links and comparisons between their own 

and others’ views about belonging, meaning, 
purpose and truth. 

• Using creativity to present their own and others’ 
ideas, explaining their choices. 

• Asking and exploring questions from different 
perspectives, including their own. 

• Expressing ideas about fairness, honesty, love, 
forgiveness, truth and peace. 

• Engaging in times of thoughtfulness and reflection 
and making links between own and others’ 
experiences. 

 

 

 

 



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
5/6 

Autumn 
2  

Cycle A 

Focus: Why does religion look different around the world Part 2 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities. 

B2. Understand the challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief, suggesting why belonging to a community may be valuable, both in the diverse communities being studied and in their 

own lives. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

C2. Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the well-being of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect. 

 

Prior Learning:  What does religion look like around the world Part 1 
Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  How can God be linked to a place? 
To explore how places can influence the 
worship of different Hindu deities 

Belief in Brahma begun in India, a vast, diverse 
country which is referred to as South Asia 
 
 

Dharmic – Religious groups that originated in South Asia who 
have similar ideas about life and death 
Enlightenment – In Dharmic worldview, gaining a very deep 
spiritual understanding and breaking free from the cycle of 
rebecoming or reincarnation 
 

Lesson 2: What can it be like for a Hindu in 
the UK? 
To explore how some people maintain their 
Hindu identity in the UK 

Especially during the last 100 years, many 
people have migrated from India to the UK 

belonging -feeling accepted and included 
migration – moving from one place to another 

Lesson 3: What does being Sikh mean to 
different people? 
To reflect on what it means to be a part of the 
Sikh community by exploring different 
personal experiences 

Some Sikhs choose to be initiated into the Sikh 
worldview through Amrit Sanchar.  This does 
not make them “more” or “better” Sikhs 

Khalsa – Sikhs who have taken part in a ceremony of 
commitment 
Amrit Sanchar– A Sikh initiation ceremony involving the 
drinking and sprinkling of Amrit, sacred water, to show 
commitment to the faith 
 

Lesson 4: Why are festivals of light important 
in different worldviews? 
To analyse and understand festivals of light 
from different worldviews 

Light is symbolic in many religions. 
It’s meaning varies 
Diwali means “row of lights”.  Several different 
festivals are called Diwali 

Mahavira Nirvava Divas – A Jain festival of light celebrating 
Lord Mahavira’s enlightenment 
Ashok Vijayasadami-A Buddhist festival of light, celebrating 
King Ashoka’s conversion 
Bandi Chhor  Divas – A Sikh festival celebrating Guru 
Harobind’s devotion and release from prison. 
 

Lesson 5: How do Buddhists practise beliefs 
in their daily lives? 
To compare how Buddhist teaching influence 
daily like for a monk and lay Buddhist 

Buddhism can be practised in different ways 
by monks and lay Buddhists 

Dhamma – A Buddhist word for Dharma or teachings 
puja -a ritual involving offerings, prayers and meditation 
Bikkhu – A Buddhist monk 
 

Lesson 6: Do all Buddhists practise in the 
same way? 
To make links and comparisons between 
different meditative practices performed by 
some Buddhists 

In Buddhism the eightfold path can lead to a 
fulfilled life 

Theravada – The oldest Buddhist school, focusing on 
liberation through your own efforts 
zen – A Buddhist school emphasising meditation and personal 
insight 
Vajrayana – A Buddhist school often referred to as Tibetan 
Buddhism, emphasising rituals and mantras 

 
 

Disciplinary  
• Asking challenging questions  
• Identifying key information from a broad range of 

sources independently. 
• Explaining why interpretations of scripture and 

stories vary among different people. 
• Synthesising information from different sources 
• Reflecting on how stories are interpreted 

differently by different audiences and why 
• Recognising further symbols and their 

representations within and across religions. 
• Analysing symbolic language and recognising how 

different religions use language to express similar 
concepts (e.g. the afterlife) 

• Interpreting expressions of the same concept (for 
example, the afterlife) within and between religions  

• Analysing events and issues and how these might 
impact people’s lives. 

• Responding thoughtfully to and reflecting on 
beliefs, experiences, values and practices. 

• Forming conclusions based on a range of sources. 
• Making connections between religious and non-

religious traditions, beliefs and practices. 
• Appreciating the value of diversity within religions  
• Analysing how beliefs and values shape behaviours 

and relationships in different contexts. 
• Debating challenging issues with reference to 

learning and respect for content being debated. 
• Using examples from their learning alongside their 

personal worldview to answer big questions. 
• Explaining their own and others’ spiritual 

experiences and beliefs. 
• Considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, 

beliefs and values of others 
• Presenting arguments, conclusions and 

perspectives with supporting evidence. 

Personal 
Making links and comparisons between their own 
and others’ views about belonging, meaning, 
purpose and truth. 
Asking and exploring questions from different 
perspectives, including their own. 
Engaging in times of thoughtfulness and reflection 
and making links between own and others’ 
experiences. 

 

 



 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
5/6 

Spring 1 
Cycle A 

Focus: What happens when we die Part 1 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

C2. Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the well-being of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect. 

 
Prior Learning:  Does the language of scripture matter? 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  Why do some people believe in a 
soul? 
To recognise the significance of the soul in 
people’s beliefs about he afterlife and its role 
in Abrahamic worldviews 

Some people believe we have a soul.  This 
helps them to make sense of what happens 
when they die 

heaven – a happy and peaceful place or state, often 
connected with God 
hell – A place some people believe their soul will go after they 
die if they have done bad things 
judgement – forming an opinion or making a decision based 
on someone’s actions 
 

Lesson 2: How do some people make up for 
bad deeds? 
To explore some Jewish beliefs about death 
and the concept of purgatory 

In the Jewish worldview, souls go to Olam Ha 
Ba, Gehinnom or Purgatory after death 

remorse -feeling regret or being sorry for a mistake or wrong 
action 
Yizkor – A Jewish memorial service to remember and honour 
those who have died 

Lesson 3: If there’s a heaven, what might it 
be like? 
To explore Muslim beliefs about the afterlife 
by investigating sources 

Belief in heaven and hell is personal and no 
one alive can know what they look like 

Jannah – The concept of paradise or heaven in the Muslim 
worldview 
Jahannam– The concept of punishment or hell in the Muslim 
worldview 
 

Lesson 4: What is the purpose of a funeral? 
To explain what funerals can mean in different 
worldviews 

The form of a funeral varies between different 
worldviews, but it is always a way to 
remember and honour the dead.   

cremate – to burn a body after death 
embalm-To treat a body after death to preserve it 
mourning – The process of showing a experiencing emotions 
following a loss or death 
 

Lesson 5: How do some people seek 
forgiveness in their lives? 
To explore the role of forgiveness for some 
people in different worldviews 

Atonement is the act of mending their 
relationship with God which was broken by 
sin. 

Yom Kippur – The Jewish Day of Atonement.  A holy day of 
prayer and fasting 
reconcilliation -restoring friendly relations or making peace 
after a disagreement 
 

Lesson 6: How do some people remember 
those that have died? 
To recognise the significance of Dia de los 
Muertos for some Catholic people 

Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) is a 
Mexican celebration; a blend of Catholic and 
indigenous traditions 

calacas – skeletal figures representing he dead 
calaveras – decorative skulls used during Dia de los Muertos 

 
 

Disciplinary  
• Asking challenging questions and reflecting on the 

origins of their questions. 
• Identifying key information from a broad range of 

sources independently. 
• Synthesising information from different sources to 

suggest ideas about beliefs. 
• Considering the intention of the storyteller and the 

impact of the story 
• Analysing symbolic language and recognising how 

different religions use language to express similar 
concepts (e.g. the afterlife). 

• Interpreting expressions of the same concept (for 
example, the afterlife) within and between religions  

• Analysing events and issues and how these might impact 
people’s lives. 

• Responding thoughtfully to and reflecting on beliefs, 
experiences, values and practices. 

• Forming conclusions based on a range of sources. 
• Making connections between religious and non-religious 

traditions, beliefs and practices. 
• Appreciating the value of diversity  
• Analysing how beliefs and values shape behaviours and 

relationships in different contexts. 
• Identifying increasingly subtle links with prior learning 

when encountering new content. 
• Using examples from their learning alongside their 

personal worldview to answer big questions 
• Explaining their own and others’ spiritual beliefs 
• Considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, beliefs 

and values of others. 
• Presenting arguments, conclusions and perspectives 

with supporting evidence. 
• Presenting their own ideas and opinions creatively, 

considering different forms of communication. 

Personal 
• Making links and comparisons between their own and 

others’ views about belonging, meaning, purpose and 
truth. 

• Asking and exploring questions from different 
perspectives, including their own. 

• Discussing ideas about how their own or another 
person’s worldview influences their responses to ethical 
issues 

• Engaging in times of thoughtfulness and reflection and 
making links between own and others’ experiences. 

• Expressing their own thoughts about the existence and 
nature of God. 

 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 



Year 
5/6 

Spring 2 
Cycle A 

Focus: What place does religion have in our world today? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities. 

B2. Understand the challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief, suggesting why belonging to a community may be valuable, both in the diverse communities being studied and in their 

own lives. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

C2. Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the well-being of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect. 

C3. Discuss and apply their own and others’ ideas about ethical questions, including ideas about what is right and wrong and what is just and fair, and express their own ideas clearly in response. 

 
Prior Learning:  Why is there suffering Part 2 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  What is my worldview? 
To express a personal worldview through art 

We understand Action, Spirituality and 
Academic through Religion and Worldview 
studies. 

harmony – A state of peace and agreement between people 
worldview – The way a person sees and explains the world 
 

Lesson 2: What can we find out about 
religion in the UK through census data? 
To interpret the religious make up of the UK 
by examining census data 

Religious beliefs are collected in the Census. data -information , facts or statistics collected for analysis or 
reference.  
percentage – a proportion or fraction. 

Lesson 3: What can buildings tell us about 
religion in the UK? 
To compare the use of places of worship 
locally and elsewhere in the UK 

Different areas of the UK have different places 
of worship reflection the different beliefs held 
in that area. 

heritage – Cultural traditions, beliefs and customs passed 
down through generations 
secular – Not being connected to any religious or spiritual 
ideas 
 

Lesson 4: Where and why do religions 
spread? 
To investigate the spread of religion across the 
world using maps and data 

Religious ideas spread around the world in 
different ways, including migration and trade 

missionary – A person sent on a religious mission typically to 
promote their faith. 
empire-A group of countries or territories under the control of 
a single ruler, often an emperor or monarch 
 

Lesson 5: What is freedom of religion or 
belief? 
To discuss the importance of freedom of 
religion and belief by analysing different 
scenarios 

In the UK, religious beliefs are a protected 
characteristic, which means you cannot be 
discriminated against because of your faith. 

persecute – To mistreat someone, especially because of their 
religious beliefs. 
human rights -the basic rights and freedoms that we are all 
entitled to  
 

Lesson 6: Why should we learn about religion 
and worldviews? 
To explain the importance of learning about 
religions and worldviews through real life 
examples 

We should understand the people in the world 
around us. 

citizen – A legally recognised member of a country with rights 
and responsibilities. 

 
 

Disciplinary 
• Asking challenging questions and reflecting on the 

origins of their questions. 
• Identifying key information from a range of sources  
• Synthesising information from different sources to 

suggest ideas about beliefs. 
• Analysing events and issues and how these might 

impact people’s lives. 
• Considering representation in sources and how this 

might affect their usefulness. 
• Responding thoughtfully to and reflecting on 

beliefs, experiences, values and practices. 
• Forming conclusions based on a range of sources. 
• Appreciating the value of diversity within religions  
• Analysing how beliefs and values shape behaviours 

and relationships in different contexts. 
• Identifying increasingly subtle links with prior 

learning when encountering new content. 
• Debating challenging issues with reference to 

learning and respect for content being debated. 
• Using examples from their learning alongside their 

personal worldview to answer big questions. 
• Considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, 

beliefs and values of others. 
• Presenting arguments, conclusions and 

perspectives with supporting evidence. 
• Presenting their own ideas and opinions creatively, 

considering the benefits of different forms of 
communication. 

Personal 
• Making links and comparisons between their own 

and others’ views about belonging, meaning, 
purpose and truth 

• Using creativity to present their own and others’ 
ideas, explaining their choices. 

• Asking and exploring questions from different 
perspectives, including their own. 

• Discussing ideas about how their own or another 
person’s worldview influences their responses to 
ethical issues. 

• Expressing ideas about fairness, honesty, love, 
forgiveness, truth and peace. 

• Engaging in times of thoughtfulness and reflection 
and making links between own and others’ 
experiences. 

• Expressing their own thoughts about the existence 
and nature of God. 

 

 



Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
5/6 

Summer 
1 

Cycle A 

Focus: What happens when we die? (Part 2) 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

C2. Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the well-being of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect. 

 
Prior Learning:  What happens when we die Part 1 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  If there is a soul, where does it go? 
To explain some Dharmic beliefs about the 
soul. 

Many Abrahamic and Dharmic worldviews 
have a concept of the soul 
 
 

atman – A word used by many Hindus to describe the soul 
alma – A word used by many Sikhs to describe the soul 
soul – What some people believe to be the emotional, 

spiritual, non-physical part of a human 

Lesson 2: What is samsara? 
To recognise beliefs about samsara and 
reincarnation in some Dharmic religions 

Samsara is the continuous cycle of birth, life, 
death and reincarnation experienced by souls. 
It is a Hindu belief 

reincarnation -the belief that after death the soul is 
transferred to a new body 
enlightenment – in Dharmic beliefs, breaking free from the 
cycle of reincarnation 

Lesson 3: How might someone reach 
moksha? 
To recognise factors that may contribute to 
someone breaking the cycle of reincarnation 
and samsara by exploring varnas 

Many Hindus and Sikhs believe that good 
actions lead to positive karma and a more 
fortunate next life.   
 
But negative actions lead to negative karma 
and a less fortunate next life 

moksha – in the Hindu worldview, breaking free from the 
cycle of reincarnation 
karma – In the Hindu and Buddhist worldviews, the sum of a 
person’s actions during their life 
 

Lesson 4: How can people find comfort after 
death? 
To describe how certain practises and 
traditions may help a Sikh person cope with 
the death of someone. 

The Sikh worldview believes the body is not 
important after death.   
Cremation is often preferred so the soul can 
begin it’s journey in a new body 

Gudwara – A special place of worship for Sikhs 
cremation-burning of a body after death  
funeral rites – ceremonies and practices carried out after a 
person’s death 
 

Lesson 5: What is nirvana? 
To express ideas about enlightenment based 
on Buddhist beliefs. 

Nirvana is reached through no longer wanting, 
or being attached to things.  This is a Buddhist 
concept 
 
It is the end of the cycle of reincarnation 

rebecoming – beginning a new life in the cycle of 
reincarnation 
dukkha -suffering and discomfort are part of normal life 
eightfold path – Eight practices that many Buddhists try to 
follow 
 

Lesson 6: What does enlightenment look 
like? 
To express ideas about enlightenment based 
on Buddhist beliefs. 

In Buddhism, a devotion to God is not needed 
to reach enlightenment. 

portrayal – How a person, character, event or concept is 
represented or described. 

 
 

Disciplinary 
• Asking challenging questions  
• Identifying key information  
• Synthesising information from different sources to 

suggest ideas about beliefs. 
• Reflecting on how stories are interpreted differently by 

different audiences and why. 
• Recognising further symbols and their representations 

within and across religions. 
• Analysing symbolic language and recognising how 

different religions use language to express similar 
concepts (e.g. the afterlife) 

• Interpreting expressions of the same concept within 
and between religions and worldviews. 

• Analysing events and issues and how these might 
impact people’s lives. 

• Responding thoughtfully to and reflecting on beliefs, 
experiences, values and practices. 

• Forming conclusions based on a range of sources. 
• Making connections between religious and non-

religious traditions, beliefs and practices. 
• Appreciating the value of diversity within religions  
• Analysing how beliefs and values shape behaviours and 

relationships in different contexts. 
• Identifying increasingly subtle links with prior learning 

when encountering new content. 
• Using examples from their learning alongside their 

personal worldview to answer big questions 
• Explaining their own and others’ spiritual experiences 

and beliefs. 
• Considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, beliefs 

and values of others. 
• Presenting arguments, conclusions and perspectives 

with supporting evidence. 
• Presenting their own ideas and opinions creatively, 

considering the benefits of different forms of 
communication. 

Personal 
and comparisons between their own and others’ views 
about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth 
Using creativity to present their own and others’ ideas, 
explaining their choices. 
Asking and exploring questions from different 
perspectives, including their own. 
Discussing ideas about how their own or another 
person’s worldview influences their responses to issues. 
Expressing ideas about fairness, honesty, love, 
forgiveness, truth and peace. 
Engaging in times of thoughtfulness and reflection and 
making links between own and others’ experiences 

Expressing their own thoughts about the existence 
and nature of God. 

 



 

 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Year 
5/6 

Summer 
2  

Cycle A 

Focus: Who should get to be in charge? 
 
National Curriculum Knowledge 
A1. Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important 

points in life, in order to reflect on their significance. 

A2. Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughtfully to a range of sources of wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that 

arise from them in different communities. 

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.  

B1. Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities. 

B2. Understand the challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief, suggesting why belonging to a community may be valuable, both in the diverse communities being studied and in their 

own lives. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions of religion, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g.) 

reasoning, music, art and poetry. 

C2. Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the well-being of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect. 

 

 
Prior Learning:  What happens when we die? 

Lesson Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Lesson 1:  How are laws created? 
To explore the creation of laws and teachings 
in communities 

Laws can be secular, created without any 
religious influence.  These are for a whole 
country to follow 
 
Laws can be religious, a guide to follow if you 
practise that religion 

monarch – king or queen 
law – A rule that everyone must follow, decided by the people 
in charge 
 

Lesson 2: How is a leader chosen? 
To recognise why there are different ideas 
about succession in the Muslim worldview 

When Muhammad died, there were different 
ideas about who should succeed him: 
someone from his family or 
someone with the same characteristics 

ummah -the worldwide Muslim community 
succession – when someone takes over a position or title 

Lesson 3: Where do religious laws come 
from? 
To explore how some religious laws ae 
created in the Muslim worldview 

The Hadith is a collection of books containing 
the sayings, actions and approvals of 
Muhammad. 

role model – Someone that people look up to and want to be 
like 
adhere– To act in a way that is required by a rule, law, 
promise or belief 
 

Lesson 4: How did Guru Nanak choose a 
successor? 
To understand how Sikh Gurus were selected 
and the qualities valued in Sikh teachings 

Guru Nanak was the first Sikh Guru 
 
His successor, Guru Angad, was appointed for 
his characteristics, not his bloodline 

virtue – A good quality, like being honest or kind 
humility-The quality of not thinking that you are better than 
others 
 

Lesson 5: When can someone become a 
leader? 
To explore leadership qualities through 
monarchs and religious leaders 

Leaders of any age can be wise.  
Guru Har Krishan and Edward VI were young  
leaders 

compassion – feeling kindness and a desire to help others who 
are suffering or in trouble 
devotion -Love, commitment or enthusiasm for a person, 
activity or cause 
 

Lesson 6: How can religious texts be leaders? 
To explain how the Guru Granth Sahib can be 
a guiding, living leader in the Sikh worldview 

Guru Granth Sahib is the final, eternal Guru 
 

Khalsa – Sikhs who have taken part in a ceremony of 
commitment 
discrimination – treating someone unfairly or differently 
because of who they are 
 

 
 

Disciplinary 
Asking challenging questions and reflecting on the 
origins of their questions. 

• Identifying key information from a broad range of 
sources independently. 

• Explaining why interpretations of scripture and 
stories vary among different people. 

• Synthesising information from different sources to 
suggest ideas about beliefs. 

• Recognising how the historical and cultural context 
of stories can influence their meaning. 

• Analysing events and issues and how these might 
impact people’s lives. 

• Responding thoughtfully to and reflecting on 
beliefs, experiences, values and practices. 

• Forming conclusions based on a range of sources. 
• Making connections between religious and non-

religious traditions, beliefs and practices. 
• Appreciating the value of diversity within religions 

and worldviews. 
• Analysing how beliefs and values shape behaviours 

and relationships in different contexts. 
• Identifying increasingly subtle links with prior 

learning when encountering new content. 
• Debating challenging issues with reference to 

learning and respect for content being debated. 
• Using examples from their learning alongside their 

personal worldview to answer big questions. 
• Considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, 

beliefs and values of others. 
• Presenting arguments, conclusions and 

perspectives with supporting evidence. 
• Presenting their own ideas and opinions creatively, 

considering the benefits of different forms of 
communication. 

Personal 
Asking and exploring questions from different 
perspectives, including their own. 
Discussing ideas about how their own or another 
person’s worldview influences their responses to 
ethical issues. 
Expressing their own thoughts about the existence 
and nature of God. 
  

 


