
 

DT Key Vocabulary Progression 
 
 
 

  
Fox Class 

Year 1/2 

Cycle A 

Year 1/2 

Cycle B 

Year 3 / 4  

Cycle A 

Year 3 / 4  
Cycle B 

Year 5/6 

Cycle A 

Year 5/6 

Cycle B 

 

 

 

Autumn 

join 

scissors 

bend 

slot 

open 

rough 

materials 

 

base 

centre 

rotor 

sails 

windmill 

equal 

stable 

strong 

man-made 

function 

shape 

stable 

strong 

weak 

structure 

stiff 

 

analogue 

digital 

electronic 

design criteria 

Micro:bit 

concept 

simulator 

technology 

pavilion 

aesthetic 

reinforce 

cladding  

stable 

frame structure 

inspiration 

circuit component 

configuration 

current 

motorised 

product analysis 

series circuit 

target user 

problem solve 

DIY 

design criteria 

target customer 

fabric 

assemble 

detail 

attach 

running stitch 

unique 

seam 

Spring 

thread 

over 

under 

sew 

bookmark 

wool 

hessian 

reflect 

decorate 

design 

fabric 

glue 

hand puppet 

safety pin 

stencil 

template 

axle 

ferris wheel 

frame 

model 

rotate 

test 

evaluation 

 

arid 

mock-up 

seasonal 

peel 

texture 

tropical 

complementary 

chassis 

kinetic 

air resistance 

model 

assemble 

graphics 

mechanism 

annotate 

gear 

pulley 

teeth 

market research 

problem statement 

sustainability 

apparatus 

coping saw 

dowel 

jelutong 

modify 

plan view 

prototype 

vice 

 

Summer 

waterproof 

float 

boat 

hull 

mast 

anchor 

junk 

deck 

sail 

blender 

healthy 

ingredients 

design 

flavor 

juice 

recipe 

pivot 

lever 

linkage 

mechanical 

design criteria 

input 

output 

 

castle 

façade 

feature 

recyclable 

net  

scoring 

tab 

component 

insulator 

cell 

electricity 

circuit 

input 

switch 

balance 

brand 

cross-contamination 

enhance 

nutritional value 

press 

process 

 

 

3D CAD 

Boolean 

cardinal compass 

finite 

functional 

manufacture 

product lifespan 

 

 


